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placed the force at the disposal of the Governing Commission and
arranged that the costs of transport and costs of maintenance not
already provided for in the budgets of the respective Governments
should ebe charged to the fund for expenditure in connexion with
the plebiscite '-1 Any claims for pensions or compensation were to be
met by the Government or Governments which acquired sovereignty
over the Territory. It was subsequently decided that the force should
have a British commanding officer, Major-General J. E. S. Brind,
and that it should consist of the following contingents: Great Britain,
1,500; Italy, 1,300; Netherlands, 250; and Sweden, 250. The troops
reached the Saar by the 22nd December and were quartered in various
places throughout the Territory and allowed to move freely among
the population.

During the same session at which it decided to send an international
force to the Saar, the League Council also had to consider a report2
from its Committee of Three on the questions raised by Monsieur
Barthou's aide-memoire of the 31st August. After a meeting on the
27th and 28th September the Committee had begun work on the
5th November at Rome, and direct negotiations had taken place
under its auspices between French and German experts, with the
assistance of a sub-committee of the League Financial Committee.
It was not until the 3rd December that a Franco-German economic
and financial agreement3 had been concluded, while on the 2nd, 3rd
and 4th December both Governments made declarations4 guarantee-
ing additional protection to the inhabitants.

The most important clause of the economic agreement was Article
3, by which the French Government ceded 'its rights of ownership
over the mines, railways, customs stations and other immovable
property . . . against payment of a lump sum of 900,000,000 francs'.
This payment was to be made 'by handing over 95 per cent, of the
. .. Bank of France notes and other foreign means of payment circu-
lating in the Saar', and 'by free deliveries of coal effected in accordance
with an agreement to be concluded between the two Governments,
the deliveries of coal being spread in such a way as to ensure full
payment of the lump sum in five years'. The German Government
agreed to pay in marks the sums due from the French Government or
the French lessees for taxes, compensation or other liabilities incurred

1  See pp. 603, 604, above.

2  Text in League of Nations Official Journal, December 1934, pp. 1694-1700.
This report and the Franco-German agreements appended to it are printed
in full in Documents on International Affairs, 1934, pp. 36-55.

3  Text in League of Nations Official Journal, December 1934, pp. 1703-5.

4  Text in op. tit., pp. 1701-3.